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A New world 
of Technology

AwAits
Today’s most extraordinary home technologies cannot be 

found at the places most people shop for electronics. Here’s 

what you might be missing—and where you can acquire it.
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Simply Superior Sound
Musicians who devote their lives to their art would never settle for in-
ferior, cheaply produced instruments. But most music lovers hear their 
favorite recordings through audio products designed primarily to hit 
a certain price or to look flashy. Fortunately, there are many high-end 
audio companies who share that passion for music and who conceive 
their products with the goal of getting the best sound possible.
 The level of quality of these products rises far above that of mass-
market electronics. In the effort to reproduce every bit of detail and dy-
namic in every piece of music you want to play, high-end speaker man-
ufacturers often employ exotic substances such as beryllium, diamond, 
and Kevlar fiber. Speaker cabinets are crafted from costly non-resonant 
materials. Amplifiers and CD players incorporate internal components 
far more robust than those found in the average A/V receiver or home-
theater-in-a-box system.
 The difference in sound quality between high-end audio prod-
ucts and ordinary gear is readily apparent. It is often most evident in 
the sound of voices, to which the human ear is particularly attuned. 
Through a good high-end audio system, voices never sound strained, 
coarse, or bloated—they simply sound natural, often as if the singer in 
a piece of music or an actor in a movie were right there in the room.

Imagine shopping for a new painting, but confining your 

search to the art stores in shopping malls. One does not have 

to be an art expert to know that the finest works would never 

be available in such outlets. But when shopping for home elec-

tronics, most people make a similar mistake. They browse only 

at mass merchants or online retailers, unaware that the best 

home technology products rarely appear in those stores.

 In fact, an entire industry exists to serve audio and video en-

thusiasts who demand the best possible home entertainment 

experience. Such aficionados acquire their equipment through 

specialty-audio retailers and custom-electronics installation 

firms. One might never encounter such companies on a ran-

dom drive, and many of them seldom advertise, so they remain 

unknown to most people. However, the products they sell and 

the services they provide make them well worth the search.

These elite audio products also portray a much greater sense of 
the space in which a recording was made. The walls of your room 
seem to disappear as the ambience envelops you. Sounds will ap-
pear to be coming from perhaps 20 feet beyond the wall in front 
of you. Simply put, whether you’re listening to music or watching 
a movie, you will feel as if you are there.
 Hearing deep bass notes through these systems can be a rev-
elation. Through quality audio components, you will notice pre-
cisely defined, accurate, potent bass that gets your feet tapping. 
You will never suffer the annoying, booming bass so often heard 
from mass-market systems.
 The beauty and craftsmanship of these products complements 
your home as no ordinary electronics can. Many high-end speakers 
feature furniture-quality, hand-finished wood veneers. High-end 
amplifiers and CD players are built with rugged metal chassis far 
sturdier and more elegant than the plastic enclosures that house 
average components. Some high-end audio products are styled by 
world-class industrial designers specifically to suit luxury homes. 
And while the sizes of these systems vary dramatically—from 
components that reside on a desk to those that practically fill a 
living room—the commitment to sophisticated visual aesthetics 
never wavers. 

More Vibrant Video
As with audio, the video products one can experience through a 
specialty/custom installation dealer rises far above the ones with 
which most people are familiar. Custom installers can provide 
TVs that are tuned to the same level of perfection one encounters 
in professional studio video monitors. On these screens, colors 
appear absolutely lifelike, and once-invisible details emerge.
 The improvement is even greater if you step up to a front-pro-
jection video system, with a separate projector and screen. The 
best front projectors can produce a picture stretching as far as 20 
feet across—as large as the screens found in some commercial 
cinemas. Even the most modest front projectors can fill a screen 
larger than that of any flat-panel plasma or LCD TV.
 You’ll enjoy a more cinematic experience with these larger 
screens. The effect is further intensified if you advance to a con-
stant-height projection system, which uses a special lens much 
like those seen on commercial film projectors. These systems 
employ ultra-wide, CinemaScope-style screens that convey the 
scope and impact of great epic movies as never before possible in 
the home.

A skilled custom installer can place your front-projection video 
system in a dedicated home theater complete with luxury recliners. 
Or the installer can conceal most of all of the system in an ordi-
nary living room setting, so you never know it is there until you 
turn it on and the screen rolls down from a niche in the ceiling. 
Either way, a good custom installer will calibrate the projector to 
deliver the best picture possible in your home.

Making It Work Together
Specialty/custom installation dealers carry products designed to 
make these systems as simple to operate as a toaster. Advanced 
home-automation systems can activate all of the components in 
even the largest home theater system through the tap of a single 
button on a touch-screen control panel. They can also operate 
other systems in your home, such as lighting, motorized shades 
and drapes, air conditioning/heating, and security. Imagine touch-
ing a single button and watching the lights dim, the screen roll 
down, the projector turn on, and your favorite TV show, DVD, or 
Blu-ray disc appear on-screen.
 All of this and more is within your grasp when you contact your 
local specialty audio dealer or custom installer. For specific rec-
ommendations, consult the dealer listings on the Web sites of any 
of the audio and video companies that appear in Robb Report.




