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Home Technologies has been working

with Crestron Adagio systems now for 

a little over a year. We've found that

they can have some great applications,

but we've also found that it has some

limitations as well. When it comes

to distributed audio, I personally feel

that Crestron has the high end of this 

market cornered and in great shape.

The Adagio distributed audio system

when using the programming tools of Adagio Composer and SystemBuilder™

seems to be one of the easiest programmed systems out there. Implementation

has its challenges but nothing at all insurmountable. The first program, Adagio

Composer is a complete wizard based program. First you have to answer some

simple questions about the system like how many rooms you have, what you

would like to call each audio zone and what type of end user interface will be

used in each of those rooms, then another portion regarding your audio sources.

As long as those sources are all Crestron sources your program is nearly 

90% done at that point.

Initial set up of the Adagio system has some challenges such as the fact that 

all Crestron touchpanels come with the same network ID so it is necessary 

to change and assign that in the next higher level of programming environment

called SystemBuilder. SystemBuilder is a drag and drop based programming

environment that is fairly easy to use and understand. Its biggest drawback 

I think is that it uses so much memory just to run, that multi-tasking is slow 

as well as saving and sometimes even setting up command and touchpanel 

operations. We've pretty much pushed the Adagio system to it's limits in terms 

of touchpanel memory. We've now completed two Adagio systems each 

with 10 TPS-4L touchpanels.

The sources in one system are two AM/FM/XM tuners as well as the dual 

output Adagio Audio Server (AAS-2). The sources in the other system are an

AM/FM/Sirius tuner and also an AAS-2. Both systems run perfectly and reliably

however in an attempt to experiment and push the envelope a bit we added one

more touchpanel to each system which in both cases caused the system to be

slow and unreliable. Once we removed that additional TPS-4L both systems came

back to life with flying colors as if nothing had ever gone wrong with them.

As for "downsides" in terms of programming we've found that the Adagio

system puts quite a bit of information on the touchpanel that is in many cases

unnecessary. Weather you have the equipment in the system or not, on the home

page there are always buttons for

“Audio”, “Lighting”, “Shades”, and

“Other”. Categories that you're not

using, really should get removed

and that can be a slow process

because of the processor load 

that SystemBuilder puts on a PC.

Other parts of the programming 

environment that are limited are

the ability to paste through out the entire program. If it is necessary to make

changes that need to be effected globally throughout the program it is necessary

to make those changes on each and every interface. Once again, that can be a

long process.

Although there are some downsides and limitations I still believe that the Adagio

distributed audio system is one of the coolest things out there. It has its 

challenges but is it still fairly easy to set up, it has its challenges but is still fairly

easy to program, and as long as you don't exceed the limit of devices that you

can attach to the system for control it is a very reliable system.
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